PUBLIC LAW 104£191-3AUG. 21, 110 STAT. 


1996 1963 
and submit to Conaress. everv 3 vears. a 
renort. describina 
the extent to which laraqe emonlovers (and 
classes of such emonlov- 
ers) that seek health insurance coveraae in 
the different. States 
are ahle to ohtain access to such coveraade. 
Such revort. sha 
include such recommendations as_ the 
Secretarv | determines to 
be appropriate. 

"(3) GAO REPORT ON T. EMPT.OYER ACCESS TO HEALTH 


INSURANCE = COVERAGE he  Comotroller 
General shall provi 
or a studv of the extent to which classe 
fe) larae emnvlovers 
in the different States are able to obtain 
access to health 
insurance coveraae and the circumstances 
for lack of access 
(if anv) to such coverade. The Comontroller 
General shall submit. 
to Conaress a renort on such studv not 
later than 18 onths 
fter the date of the enactment oflth itle. 
(Cc) SPFCTAT. RULES F ETWORK PTANS 

"(1) IN GENERAT. n the case of a health 
insurance issuer 
that. offers health insurance coveraane in the 
small aroun et 
throuah a network vlan. the issuer ma 

"(A) limit. the Ein Overs that mav anniv 


for ich CcOv- 
eraade to those oath eliaihle individuals 
who live. work. 
or reside in the service area for such 

etwork vlan: and 

(RB) within the service area of such nlan. 
denv such 
coveraade to such emnlovers if the issuer 
has demonstrated. 


if required. af the applicable State 
authoritv tha 
(i) it. will not have the canacitv to 


deliver services 
adeauatelv to enrollees of anv 
additional arouns 
hecause of its obliaations to existina 
aroun contract 
holders and enrollees. and 

(ii) it. is annlvina this 
naraaranh uniformlv to 
all emnlovers without reaard to the 
claims exnerience 
of those emonlovers and their 
employees (and their 
denendents) or anv_ health sens. 
related factor relating 


to such employees and dependents. 
"(2) 180-DAY SUSPENSION UPON DENIAT. OF COVERAGE/@@An 
issuer. upnon eovina health insurance 


coverade anv service 
area in Epeaudance with pnaraaranh (1)('B). 
mav not. offer COvV- 
eraade in the small aroun market. within 
such rvice area 


for a neriod of 180 dove after the date suc 
coverage is denied 


Bid) a CATON OF FINANCIAL CAPACITY 
LIMITS 
"(1) IN GENERALZ2A health insurance 


issuer mav denv 
health insurance coverade in the small 
aroun market if the 
issuer has demonstrated. if reauired. to the 
avnvlicable State 


authority tha 
"(A) it does not have the financial reserves 
necessarv 
to underwrite additional coverade: and 
it is anvlvina this vnaraaranh 
uniformlv to all 
emplovers in the small aroun market. in 


the State consistent. 
with annlicable State law and without. 
reaard to the claims 
oe of those emnlovers and their 
emplo ee an 

their denendents) or anv health status- 
related factor relat- 


ina to such emnvlovees and denendents. 


'(2) 180-NAY PENSION UPON DENIAL OF 
COVERAGE! 
health insurance issuer unon denvina health 


insurance coveraade 
in connection with aroun health nvlans in 
accordance with nara- 
aravh (1) in a phate mav not. offer 
coveraade connection 


with aroun health | plans He the small 
aroun et. the 
State for a beriod of 180 days after the 
date such coverage 


